PRESERVING THE HISTORY OF HUMAN AND MEDICAL GENETICS
Minutes of the fourth Wellcome Trust Advisory Group meeting, 2.00 – 4.00pm, Monday 3rd March 2008, ASSL Meeting Room, Arts and Social Science Library, Cathays Park, Cardiff

Present

Helga Satzinger (Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at UCL)

Peter Harper (Cardiff University)

Peter Keelan (Cardiff University Head of Special Collections)

Roberta Bivins (Cardiff School of History and Archaeology)
Staffan Mueller-Wille (Egenis, University of Exeter)
Tim Powell (National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists at Bath)

Karen Pierce (Cardiff University Information Services – Cataloguing Unit)

Jo Richards (Co-ordinator, Genetics and Medicine Historical Network)

1.
Apologies and welcome
Apologies were received from Jonathan Osmond, Richard Aspin (who has replaced Julia Sheppard) and Steve Tomlinson.  All welcomed the new members of the Advisory Group, Tim Powell and also to Jo Richards who has replaced Joanne Bolton as co-ordinator.
2.
Minutes of last meeting
No changes were reported.
3.
Matters arising  

To be covered fully in Agenda.
4.
Progress Report
Human Genetics Historical Library
Peter Harper extended a thank you to Peter Keelan and Karen Pierce for the progress of the historical library. It is rapidly moving through its phases to become a comprehensive collection. 


a)
Updated list

Peter Keelan accessed the information on the Voyager system via the Cardiff University website to show the Advisory Group the detailed information held. It was shown that over 750 books have so far been catalogued by Karen Pierce.

Attachment 2 was tabled to illustrate the total number of volumes collected so far. The complete listing which is available on the website, www.genmedhist.org accounts for 1520 volumes. 

b)
General Progress

Karen Pierce provided a brief listing of the major donors of the collection. The 9 major donors are;

Professor J. H. Edwards, Professor Malcolm Ferguson-Smith, Professor Peter S. Harper, Professor P. J. Morrison,  Professor Lionel Penrose, Professor Paul Polani, Dr Stanley Walker, Bristol Cytogenetics Unit and Department of Medical Genetics, Headington Hospital, Oxford.

The movement of books is going well. Karen is receiving approximately 75 books a month from the Institute of Medical Genetics. The issue of duplicates was raised. Approximately 14% of the books are duplicates. All duplicates will show under the collection titles, however; only one copy plus any annotated copies (which will be of importance to historians also) should be added to the library. Peter Harper will set some time aside to look at the duplicates and make a decision on what to do with them. A few suggestions were made as to the future of these duplicates. 
-
Peter Harper suggested a list of all duplicates to be held on website for interested parties to request copies (p&p to be paid)

-
Roberts Bivins suggested the National Library of Medicine in the US – who are looking to expand their collections – contact name to be provided by Roberta
Book plates were discussed and Peter Harper was made aware of the need to make a decision fairly soon as to what the book plate should look like. Peter Keelan provided a few examples of book plates. It was thought that a simple one without a logo would be the best way forward. Peter Harper will update Peter Keelan and Karen Pierce accordingly.
c)
Professor John Edwards collection

The collection is in excess of 1000 books, as well as extensive reprints and papers. Peter Harper has made one visit to Dr Felicity Edwards and these books have already been catalogued. A second visit is to be arranged in April when the remaining books and papers will be collected. Tim Powell suggested co-ordinating his visit with Peter’s to look at the collection. 

d)
Detailed cataloguing
Peter Keelan reported that the detailed cataloguing is going well. However, there is a ceiling when limits will be met. This is likely to be met in late spring/early summer. Peter Harper confirmed that he has applied to the Genetics Society and the British Society for Human Genetics, each for a small grant to ensure the detailed cataloguing can continue, as John Edwards’ collection will take us over our limits. Roberta Bivins also suggested contacting the Royal Society regarding a grant to fund cataloguing. Peter Harper to look into this.

Relevance of books.
It was highlighted by the Voyager systems that some books may be catalogued which are not relevant to genetics. Karen Pierce admitted that some books seemed unlikely but if they were part of a collection they could in some way be relevant to that person/institute. If Karen is in doubt of any books she receives Peter Harper will make a decision as to their relevance.
A break was taken to view the historical library in SCOLAR. Peter Keelan gave a brief explanation of the Dewey system and the advisory Group were able to see first hand the project as it develops.

Peter Harper highlighted the possible uses for the historical library;

· A collection to consult

· No specific collection comparable to this in the world

· Concept of overall knowledge in the field

· Concept of how the field is changing

· Picture of what books human geneticists have been using

· Gives and idea of growth and advances

· The detailed cataloguing gives an idea of the spread of topics

It was discussed that now we need to encourage use by historians and other communities – also to develop links with other collections (Guys Unit, APS, Wellcome Library, Eugenics Society Collection).

Now the catalogue is established it is time to spread the word.

The following are examples of how this could be achieved:

European Society of Human Genetics (http://www.eshg.org/eshg2008/index1.htm) – abstract submitted as a poster presentation.

American Society for Human Genetics - Karen Pierce confirmed she would be happy to be co-author on this abstract.
British Society of the History of Science – Helga Satzinger confirmed she would be attending (July 08) and would be happy to take information.
History of Science Society – Nov 2009 – Robert Bivins confirmed that she will be attending the 2009 conference and would be happy to take information on behalf of the Historical Library.

International Congress of Genetics, Berlin – July 2008. Staffan Muller-Wille confirmed that he will be present at this conference and would be happy to take information on behalf of the Historical Library. Staffan would be keen to work with Peter Harper to produce something to go in their newsletter.
Bulletin of the History of Medicine – Staffan also suggested a piece could be included in this publication
Helga Satzinger queried the collection of personal papers (laboratory notebooks and practices), and how to catalogue them. Tim Powell explained that it depends on how the scientist worked, as to what they regarded as personal papers. If papers are sent to NCUACS they are regarded as personal papers. 
5.
Record Sets

a)
Progress in identification
Peter Harper took us through attachment 3 – the list of detailed record sets. This list has been updated since the last Advisory Group Meeting. Peter highlighted James Renwick as a good example of a whole project. Peter Keelan suggested all documentation regarding the whole ‘Preserving the History…’ project should be kept as personal papers in chronological order as they will be of interest as the project develops.

b)
Links with NCUACS, Bath

Tim Powell was welcomed to the group and provided a brief history of NCUACS. It was never intended in the current grant that any detailed cataloguing should be done with the record sets. Material that Peter Harper has identified will need to be funded to allow work to be completed. NCUACS are looking to make a bid to the Wellcome Trust, but firstly need to establish who else may need to be catalogued (currently Walter Bodmer and Anthony Edwards).
Peter Harper would like the Wellcome advisory Group to back the bid which NCUACS will be making as it works together with ‘Preserving the History…’. It would be an advantage to both successes. All members agreed to this support. A formal statement of support from the Advisory Board would be a great help (both individual and collective). Support though, will also be required from outside the group. Tim will look into this.

c)
Documentation and processing for the web
Not a huge amount of work completed on the website since the last meeting, although Peter Harper and Jo Richards have a meeting scheduled to discuss content and style in the coming weeks. It will be high on the agenda for the next Wellcome Advisory Group Meeting.

6.
General networking developments and related activities

The current Genetics and Medicine Historical Network Newsletter was circulated for information.
a)
3rd International Workshop, Barcelona, May 30-31, 2008

This Workshop will be organised by Toine Peters. Peter Harper and Peter Keelan have submitted an abstract on the historical library to the Workshop as a poster presentation.  

b) 
Witness Seminar on clinical genetics, September 23, 2008

Tilly Tansey is organising the seminar, Peter Harper is acting as an advisor. Approximately 30 – 40 people will attend to discuss and highlight memories. Much work goes into these seminars as transcriptions are required, sometime translations, dates are required to be checked, and a full dialogue produced.
c)
Interim Report for Wellcome Trust
Mid point report circulated for information purposes, this has been updated since the last meeting. An end of year report is required by Wellcome.

d)
Other activities
Peter Harper announced that a grant application has been submitted to the Wellcome Trust to fund ‘Interviews with the Founders of Medical Genetics. Construction of an Oral History Resource’, which will account for the processing of 72 interviews, editing, permissions, transcriptions and digitisation. This has not been mentioned previously to the Advisory Group, partly to prevent a conflict of interest, in case any of the members were to be requested to be referees on the project, but also because it was not directly part of the current funded project. Group members were interested and supportive.
5.
Any other business

Staffan Muller-Wille announced that Ed Ramsden will shortly be joining Exeter University Department of History and that they hope to organise a conference on the history of medical genetics in 2010.
6.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held in late October, early November; Jo Richards will circulate dates shortly.

