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Introduction
The main elements of this 3 year award are:

1.
Locating, preserving and documenting key record sets in human and medical genetics.

2.
Cataloguing and development of the Human Genetics Historical Library.

3.
Further development of the Genetics and Medicine Historical Network and its website.

Progress in each area is summarised here.

Staff
In addition to the grantees, Mrs Joanne Bolton has been appointed as part-time Research Co-ordinator (May 2006, succeeded by Mrs Joanne Richards August 2007), with Karen Pierce as cataloguer (part-time) for the historical library.

Key record sets in human genetics
A total of 27 important individual UK researchers in human genetics, mainly retired or recently deceased, whose personal scientific records would form an important element of the history of the field, have been identified.  All living individuals have been written to regarding the extent and type of their records and the plans and wishes for their archiving.  PSH has also made a series of personal visits to individuals regarding their records.

Resulting from this, 11 important record sets have so far been identified, with arrangements for storage and cataloguing made with the National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists (NCUACS), Bath University, for 6 extensive collections so far, while discussions about record sets and linking with NCUACS has been undertaken for a further 5 workers; detailed cataloguing will depend on further resources being available to NCUACS. The workers involved are:

Professor Malcolm Ferguson-Smith (Cambridge).

Professor CAB Smith (London)

Professor JH Edwards (Oxford)

Professor R Harris (Manchester)

Professor PS Harper (Cardiff)

 Professor JH Renwick (London) (undertaken before commencement of grant)
Under discussion:

Professor Sir Walter Bodmer (Oxford)

Professor Sir Henry Harris (Oxford)

Professor Sir David Weatherall (Oxford)

Professor Newton Morton (Southampton)

Professor Patricia Jacobs (Salisbury)
In addition, confirmation that significant record sets do exist have been made for a further 4 individuals, and that they do not exist for another 8. A number of record sets of British human geneticists have previously been fully archived, including those of Lionel Penrose, Harry Harris and Sir Cyril Clarke.
Work now in progress will extend this process and select material for scanning and placing on the web; it will also continue the identification of important institutional records involving human genetics, including MRC (Human Genetics Research Committee 1931-1939; MRC Blood Group Unit), British Society for Human Genetics (and its component Societies), Genetics (formerly Genetical) Society, and Dept of Health.
The Human Genetics Historical Library
A permanent site has been obtained for this in Cardiff University Library’s Special Collections Unit (SCOLAR).  The books donated now amount to 1330 and the first 500 of these have been catalogued in detail.  All books are now listed and this list can be accessed via the www.genmedhist.org website. A leaflet on the Library has been produced to provide potential donors with information.  

Several other important collections belonging to individual workers have been identified which are likely to further increase the importance of the Library. Notable among these is the library of the late Professor JH Edwards, which has been donated in its entirety and is in process of being transported to Cardiff for Cataloguing.
This donation will bring the total of books to around 2500, exceeding the funding for detailed cataloguing of the books from this grant; additional funds have been requested from Professional Societies.
The Genetics and Medicine Historical Network and other general activities
The regular newsletter has been upgraded (copy attached) and considerable material added to the website (www.genmedhist.org).

PSH has given invited plenary lectures on the history of human genetics to the 10th International Human Genetics Congress, Brisbane, in August 2006; to University of Leuven, May 2007; Melbourne University, November 2007; he has also been invited to join the Advisory Committee for NCUACS.

Preparations are under way for the Third International Workshop on Genetics, Medicine and History, to be held in Barcelona in May 2008 (Professor Toine Peters, Amsterdam, principal organiser).

The Wellcome Trust Advisory Group for the project has now met four times and has provided much valuable help.
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